Andy’s Slovenia ’98 Cave Diary

John M., Lisa, Tom, Alex, Tim, Chris Sz, Nick, Esther

19th July 1998

Laze Cave Walk

After 2 days of driving, it was decided that we would break ourselves in gently.  This was done by visiting the 3 non-SRT caves on the cave walk, which was only a short distance from Speleocamp.

The first cave was easy to find.  This was Stota Jama.  It consisted of a long handline down a small hole.  This lead to 2 chambers with some dried out formations.  

After passing 2 SRT caves, we got to Vranja Jama.  This is a huge doline with a vast gaping arch type entrance.  At the bottom was a muddy slope ending at a pool.  In the pool were some Proteus Anguinus.  These didn’t hang around long.  Tim found an alternative entrance/exit which he went out from.  The rest of us climbed out the doline and headed for Skednena Jama.  To describe this cave as a walk through cave is an over estimate, stroll thro’ is more accurate.  It’s about 150m long exiting in an amazing doline.  After this we headed back to camp

20th July 1998

Gradisnica

6 Lisa, Tom, Chris, Alex

After 2 hours trying to find it (in the hot sun) we eventually came across the Alum Pot of Laze.  The entrance pitch is huge.  I was first down and had to tie a 25m rope on to the 65m rope to reach the bottom.  If you swing lots (!) or choose a different route the pitch is 65-70m long, but as we landed further down the slope we did about 80m.  The slope at the bottom is very steep and covered in boulders, mud and wood.  This carries on into the cave for 100m’s.  Chris and I carefully wound our way down, knocking several large boulders, which rolled away into the distance, and down the next pitch!  The head of the final pitch was good.  In front was a huge black void, which even my Morgan Mega Lite 10 watt couldn’t pick out walls or the floor.  Once down this pitch (past multiple rebelays) we reached a huge chamber.  This is possibly the biggest I have ever been in.  There was a 12 second echo.  The floor was covered in giant mud dunes, which were very strange.  At the far end was a pool, and a rope hung (free hanging) from the ceiling.  This is a divers rope, and was placed when the whole chamber fills up with water.  After mooching around in the mud, we made our way out.  The entrance shaft was spectacular at night.  As I ascended all I could see was stars far above with the trees making the top look star shaped.  Bats were flying below and above around the rope which was amazing.  Altogether a top trip.

21st July 1998

Krizna Jama

Alex Lisa, Tom, Chris, Alojz

This was the cave we had arranged from the UK.  Our guide Alojz was a full time guide and in charge of the cave.  He provided us with special lights which were home made and very bright.  

The cave to start with was gated.  This then led to 500m of large chambers.  In here he was like the normal ‘guide’, telling us the age of each rock and loads of names and facts.  After this we got in the first boat and crossed the 1st lake.  This was quite short.  The water wasn’t that green as heavy rain had washed mud down, so we couldn’t see much below the water.  After this lake came some walking along gour pools.  These where lovely they were all active, with crystals under the lip.  We crossed one more lake before collecting 2 boats, which we would row and carry for the rest of the trip.  We had 2 boats each with 3 in.  We paddled along the passages, getting out to cross gour barriers.  The lakes got longer until we got to the last lake which went on for miles.  The formations were great.  There was a huge ‘mushroom’ hung off the wall 6m.  We took loads of photos.  We finally got to the best bit, which is a huge chamber where two rivers meet.  This is called Kalvarija.  The formations were huge and beautiful.  We climbed out of the boats and around this huge mound.  Lots more photos.  We then paddled back and left the cave.  The whole trip took 4 hours and cost 2500STI each.  Well worth it.

22nd July 1998

Logarcek  - Laze

5 Alex, Lisa, Chris, Tom

This cave is right in the village.  It starts with a nice pitch into a high narrow chamber.  This is full of top flowstone banks.  The way on is down through some boulders.  This brings you out into some top hall with great flowstone banks.  Then you  get to the 2nd ‘pitch’.  This we were told was a freeclimb, where a handline was useful.  This was a gross understatement.  What you actually do is climb down a 80ft stal flow out of the roof into the main stream passage.  There are steps cut, but I is vertical and slippery (and 80ft high).  At the bottom we went along the southern branch first.  This was a bit muddy but very large.  This finished at a big pit, with a very dodgy mud traverse path round one edge to a nasty climb.  We didn’t do this so went back and explored the northern branch.  This was big as well.  Halfway along we found a pool down a side passage full of proteus.  They were close and quite large.  At the end of this branch were some great flowstone ‘waterfalls’, of red and orange.  These were top.  We then made our way out, but lost Chris and Lisa.  This was because they had found a secret side passage, which wasn’t on the survey.  It was huge and very beautiful.  We’ll find this next time!!

24th July 1998

Najdena Jama   -  Laze

This cave is situated in the same forest as the cave walk.  It has a small entrance, which luckily we found easily.  The first pitch is short and small and brings you out at the top of the next pitch.  This is quite large down the side of some stal into a large chamber.  From here we climbed down to the lowest point, and followed our nose until we came to a really muddy pitch.  We were not expecting a pitch so soon, and I think this could have been bypassed.  Once down this, the mud was really deep and slippy.  We skirted the edge of a huge pit and climbed up into a huge chamber.  Here we met the others doing some photography.  After quite a search we found the only way on was traversing around the other edge of the pit and up a treacherous slope.  From here we followed a large passage, which in places was really interesting with strange rock.  We eventually got to the sump, and from here worked our way back and up a side passage.  This led to one of the 2 ‘final’ pitches.  This was about 10m.  At the bottom was a pool.  This was quite nice.  We followed the passage, which was mainly mud banks and pools for a while until we got to the end.  We then headed back out.  The others as they had left their SRT kits at the mud pitch, explored the stream passage section , which apparently was quite good.

25th July 1998

Zelska Jame  - Rakov Skocjan

3 John, Alex

Before we did Zelska Jama, we rigged a 50m rope from one of the natural rock bridges over the river (Rak) before the cave.  This was quite fun as this was totally free hanging.  An easyier way to get into the bottom is to climb down the side of the doline.  We were the first group so took all the boats, and had to inflate them.  By the time we had done this the other party had arrived.  All 7 of us (Nick and Chris not caving) went into the cave together, in the 3 boats.  We went right to the sump, getting out a couple of times to cross rock barriers.  On the way back we went up a side passage that was ok.  Johns boat was very good but franc’s boat leaked a lot.  Tims boat (which I had always said was a ‘beachcraft’) split, so that there was a big hole in the bottom.  Because of this, I swapped with Lisa (I had a wetsuit on) and went out with Esther.  The others explored another side passage nearer the entrance which was quite long.  A top boating cave.

26th July 1998

Predjama  (Tourist trip)

The others went with a guide down Karlovica, but Esther and I went to Predjama castle and cave.  The cave was ok, the best bits being the very old writing on the walls (14th century) and a huge bat colony.  The castle was quite cool.

28th July 1998

Skojanske Jame  (Tourist trip)

After a tough day climbing Trigalev (2800m) an easy cave was needed.  Unfortunately we couldn’t get permission to do the non tourist caving so we did the regular tourist route.  This started with a walk down a doline and into a mined tunnel.  This lead to the silent cave, some large well decorated chambers.  The guides English was really dodgy so much sniggering was done.  I also took my headlite, which was good for peering into dark places and victimising tourists.  The rushing cave was magnificent.  This is the 2nd section we visited.  This is 146m high and has the river in.  A walkway skirts the chamber 1/2 way up the wall.  This then crosses the huge gorge with the aid of a very airy bridge.  The feeling of space is great.  With out show cave lighting you would see nothing.  The path continues around the side and you exit where the cave and river meet a doline.  The ascent is by funicular railway.

29th July 1998

Jama Na Meji

(4 Lisa, Tim + ?)

As we weren’t off to Postojnska until the evening, we couldn’t resist getting in an early cave.  This cave we visited the entrance hole on the cave walk.  It is basically one big (45m) SRT shaft into a large sloping chamber.  At the bottom of the slope is a crawl into a small chamber with a couple of formations.  The best bit was that the sun shone directly down the shaft and looked terrific, it was an awesome ropewalk.

29th July 1998

Postojnska

Everybody+ Stan (the man)

We started off by leaving Chris at the campsite, and didn’t realise until we had got to Postojna, so had to turn back.  I enquired about our visit at the reception but they knew nothing about it.  I then remembered that Frank had told us to wait at the entrance for his mate Stan.  Stan appeared and ushered us into a doorway where we waited until the tourist train had passed.  Then we followed the tracks and went off into the Laboratory.  This was a chamber full of specimens of cave creatures in tanks and pools.  It soon turned out that this was not the official cavers trip, and that Stan is a show cave guide who makes a bit of cash on the side by giving after hours trips that are a lot cheaper and go a lot farther.  We spent hours going around some amazingly decorated wild cave and then back through the show cave.  The show cave was amazing.  Very big and packed with stal.  Stan insisted on switching on the full lighting just for us.  A lot of walking, can see why they take people round some of it by train.  Definitely worth a visit.  

30th July 1998

Planinska Jama

Planinska Jama was once a show cave, and at weekends boat trips are ran in the cave.  We managed to get the key and took our 3 boats and wetsuits as we heard it was wet.  The entrance is the mouth of a large resurgence, which once must have looked excellent, but was now dammed for a mill.  Concrete paths along the side of the cave lead to a gate and bridge.  This could have been climbed around as Franc suggested, but we would have punctured the boats on the barbed wire knowing our luck.  After this gate was another gate leading into a mined passage.  This was open.  We followed the path until we met the junction of the 2 rivers.  These are really massive.  We took the right hand passage, following the high path in the side.  The walk to where we put the boats in was a fair distance and really quite hazardous.  The path was in good order but the safety rails (stopping you fall a long way) and footbridges were really rotten, and required careful negotiation.  I got really hot as I had my wetsuit on and was carrying a dingy.  Eventually we got to a spot where path crossed a big footbridge across the main river to the other side.  This bridge had rotted away, so it was sailing time!  Me and Tim some how ended up in the ‘beach craft’.  This was a £9.99 toy dingy probably from Weymouth, and belonged to Tim.  It already had a hole in the floor due to Lisa in Zelska Jama.  I sat on the bow paddling (we only had one paddle), with Tim sprawled out on the back.  The water was deep and cold, and paddling against the current was hard work.  At several points we had to get out and walk or wade up rapids, trying not to step on the numerous proteous.  We passed several more bridge remains and the path at the side got worse.  The amount of engineering in this place was amazing.  In its day, this must have been a spectacular show cave.  After a long paddle (2km) we arrived at a perilously muddy slope.  We landed and pulled our boat up onto it.  Now the hole in the bottom was huge, the boat being more like a inflated ring.  We climbed up the slope, through a rocky rift and into the start of ‘Paradise’.  This is a higher level dry passage, with spectacular formations.  Particularly stunning is the flowstone banks and gour pools, and the translucent ‘streaky bacon’ curtains.  After loads of looking and photographing we started back.  Just for fun me and Tim nicked one of the good boats as well as ours and all the paddles.  We floated off round the corner, and listened to them all trying to get into one boat.  Going downstream was great, and pretty fast.  We had to keep pumping our craft up though.  Definetly need to go back and take proper photos ie. More flashes and a tripod. 

31st July 1998

Unska Kolisevka

3 Esther, Nick

Not really a caving trip, but well worth visiting.  Unska Kolisevka is a giant doline in the forest, up above Unec.  It is marked on the OS type maps that we had, so was fairly easy to find.  The others visited one evening and said it was worth it, so we went.  After a short walk through the woods we came out at the top of some massive cliffs (100m?).  These strech right around in a circle, leaving a big area in the bottom, coved in boulders and trees.  What also adds interest to this site is the fact that during the 2nd world war the Italians built a network of tunnels and bunkers into the side of the doline.  We walked down stairs into these and had a good explore.  They were very wet and concrete lined.  Along each passage was doorways to small rooms.  We looked around and came out a different entrance, which made the cars a bit hard to find. 

